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HISTORYOF LAKE ELIZABETH
Part V by Ft. T. Burnham, President

Since in our last episode we discussed the lake and its
re la t ionship to h i s tor ica l , El Catnino Viejo dc Los Angeles, it
seems f i t t i n g to cont inue by moving in an easter ly di rect ion
to the Club en t rance , in use from 1947 u n t i l a short l ime ago.
It was at this po in t , about th ree -quar t e r s of a mile along the
famed Camino, tha t the Elizabeth Lake posl office was
established and operated by our f i r s t p ioneer ing f a m i l y .

Yes, i t was Ihc Frakcs f a m i l y who emigrated to C a l i f o r n i a
in covered wagons to f ind in t h e e t e r n a l h i l l s and lush va l leys
of the area a place to sett le down;a place to e s t a b l i s h a home
as well as a way of l i fe for themselves and n u m e r o u s progeny.
It was also Ib is f a m i l y who founded and opcralcd the f i r s t
post office in our count rys ide . Remarkab le , we s t i l l arc
afforded h is tor ic con t i nu i t y by the presence of our f r i end and
neighbor, Mrs. Don Thompson, nee Frakcs, who well recalls
the halcyon days of our once impor tan t stopover!

fit ill on this original site arc llie buildings which was llic last stage
stop before crossing the desert.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , (he decimat ion of wind , wea the r and t ime
have now ob l i t e ra ted all traces of our e r s twhi l e c o m m u n i t y
post office. Yet we may s t i l l revel in our sense of
neo-antiquity by again moving easterly^a),oiig.,lhe Camino a
short qua r t e r mile to our two dwel l ing places b u i l t in Ihc ea r ly
eighteen-sixt ies . not only to a f fo rd sleeping q u a r t e r s for
horse-borne t rave le r s , but to house (he owners of tha t last
stage slop before crossing the desert, or c o n t i n u i n g th rough
the westerly m o u n t a i n s to Ihc n o r t h coun t ry .

Moreover, d i r c c l l y across the road from Ihcse l ime-
mellowed s t r u c t u r e s you w i l l notc_ the old barn where
mangers and corral were once used to feed, groom,even shoe
the many horses of the slagccoach dr ivers as wel l as r iders
using the old San F r a n c i s q u i l o canyon road from t h e Mission
San Fernando. We were fo r tuna te to acquire t h i s s t ra tegica l ly
placed acreage some years past from our good fr iends and
neighbors of many years, Mr. Alfred Bonner, now a resident
of Las Vegas, Nevada.

Once again by proceeding cast we arc at the corner across
from our St . E l i zabe th Mission Church . Here for many years
f lourished Gray's Hotel , another stopover for the dust- laden
weary t rave le r . Gray's hostelry burned to the g round , date
unknown to the wr i te r , but sometime a f t e r 1924 because the
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RANCH CHATTER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Fellow Members ,
Through the years many of our f ami l i e s have suggested a

system of c red i t ex tens ion to members for Lodge Ren t a l s ,
D in ing room patronage, horseback r i d i n g and o ther f a c i l i t i e s
r e q u i r i n g cash expenditures d u r i n g weekend and vacation
periods spent at the Club.

Because of the extra overhead this sort of policy would
e n t a i l by its very na tu re , we have been r e luc t an t to make any
change. Now, however, t he time in which we live seems to
dicta te a change in our a t t i t u d e toward acceptance of the
conveniences of everyday l i v i n g as represented by the
necessity for not hav ing on our persons a more than ordinary
sum in cash.

These obvious'reasons, coupled w i t h our very cordial
re l a t ionsh ip w i t h Ca l i fo rn i a ' s oldest n a t i o n a l bank, moved
your Board of Directors lo i n s t i t u t e the services of the Bank
of Cal i fornia to set up our new "MASTER CHARGE"
fac i l i t y . Hencefor th , for example , a l l Ranch Club members
wil l be able to charge greens fees, car t ren ta l , food and
merchandise at our Golf course.

We encourage all of our fine members to accept this
convenient offer of the Bank of Ca l i fo rn ia to make
memorable vacation periods and even casual visi ts easier of
accomplishment , by the use of your own personal MASTER
CHARGE card.

Our Club I'resident, "Raw" liiirnliain and James Slotl of the flank
of California displaying the shield of the "MA.ITKK CIIARdl'',"
card which now may he used hy our meinhcrs for their convenience,

The old barn as it stands today at the edge of our golj course.










